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U n d e r  t h e  U S A I D / P R O L o G  L e g a l  A i d  G r a n t  P r o g r a m ,  l o c a l  N G O s  p r o v i d e  f r e e  l e g a l  a i d
t o  i n c r e a s e  a c c e s s  t o  j u s t i c e  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  ( r e l i g i o u s ,  e t h n i c  a n d
L G B T Q  c o m m u n i t y )  t h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c  l i t i g a t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a ’ s  c o m m o n  c o u r t s ,  t h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o u r t  o f  G e o r g i a ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s .
   

B e t w e e n  J u n e  2 0 1 5  a n d  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  U S A I D / P R O L o G ’ s  g r a n t e e s  p r o v i d e d  s e r v i c e s
t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p r o v e d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  j u s t i c e  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s :

R I G H T S  O F  R E L I G I O U S  M I N O R I T I E S

The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional discriminatory articles of the Tax Code providing
that the building, restoration and painting of temples and churches ordered by the Patriarchate of the
Georgian Orthodox Church (GOC) is exempted from the value-added tax.
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The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional discriminatory provisions of the Law on State
Property providing that only the GOC could receive state property free of charge.

Tbilisi City Court, Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court of Georgia all ruled it discriminatory and
unlawful to limit construction permits for houses of worship by religious organizations, and held that
obtaining non-compulsory documents, such as construction permits from the State Agency for
Religious Issues, cannot be a precondition for construction permits.

W O M E N ’ S  R I G H T S

The Supreme Court established the practice of ordering the state to pay moral damages in cases of
femicide, where law enforcement failed to prevent discrimination based on gender and its obligation to
defend its citizens’ lives.

The Public Defender of Georgia established the fact of discrimination on the ground of sex. The PDO
recommendation states that sexual conduct can by itself be sufficient ground to establish harassment,
regardless of intent.
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PROMOTING RULE OF LAW IN GEORGIA

(PROLoG)

P E R S O N A L  D A T A  P R O T E C T I O N

The Constitutional Court abolished the Ministry of Internal Affairs’ practice of permanently maintaining
records of administrative violations.
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The Supreme Court ruled that a person bears an obligation to observe due standard of care, follow
written and unwritten norms especially in specific circumstances (e.g. in an extreme sport) to avoid
risk of accident. Violation of this standard constitutes a crime committed with negligence.

D I S M I S S A L  F R O M  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E

R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D

D U E  P R O C E S S  R I G H T S  I N  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E   O F F E N C E S

D U E  P R O C E S S  R I G H T S  I N  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E

A G E  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N

On the basis of the Istanbul Convention, Tbilisi City Court ruled that a child who witnessed violence is
also a victim of violence and granted him/her the victim status.

Tbilisi Court of Appeals set a precedent, stating that referring to a parent in a negative context by
another parent in the presence of children is psychological violence.

The Ombudsman found age discrimination against the insurance company “Ardi”, stating that insurance
company’s internal policy, which set 70 years as grounds for refusing to provide service, without assessing
individual health condition is discriminatory.

The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional the reinstatement of a terminated individual as a
precondition for receiving compensation for lost salary due to wrongful termination. As a result,
unlawfully dismissed public officials will receive compensation whether or not they are reinstated.

The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional the provision of the Administrative Offences Code
of Georgia that set a 10-day time limit to challenge a conviction of a person found guilty of committing
an administrative offense, as the time is calculated from the moment of announcement of the operative
part of the decision rather than the moment of serving the reasoning part to the party.

The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional and void restrictions set on right to appeal
penalties imposed by trial courts under the Code of Administrative Offenses.

The Constitutional Court of Georgia declared unconstitutional the provision of the Administrative
Offences Code of Georgia that prohibited the temporary placement of a banner, slogan or poster by an
owner or with the owner’s permission on their property as a means of spontaneous protest.

The Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional the part of Article 56 (5) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, which, prohibited the right of appeal to a person reported to be a victim of less grave or
particularly grave crimes, upon the superior prosecutor's denial.

EWMIPROLoG

R I G H T S  O F  F O R E I G N E R S

As the result of complaints filed with the National Bank of Georgia and the Public Defender’s Office of
Georgia, non-citizens living in Georgia may now open bank accounts in Georgian commercial banks, a
right that many were denied as a result of discriminatory treatment on the basis of being considered
high-risk clients.


